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2. This section does not prohibit the use of ford crossings of public or private roads or any 
other ford crossing when used for agricultural purposes, the operation of construction vehi­
cles engaged in lawful construction, repair, or maintenance in a streambed, or the operation 
of motor vehicles on ice. 

3. The department of natural resources shall adopt rules identifying the navigable streams 
and rivers in which a motor vehicle may be operated. The department may exempt participants 
of organized special events from this section where the organized special event is approved 
by a state or local authority. 

4. As used in this section, "motor vehicle" means a motor vehicle as defined in section 321.1, 
subsection 2. 

Sec. 42. This Act takes effect on January 1, 1990. 

Approved May 27, 1989 

CHAPTER 245 
INFECTIOUS WASTE 

H.F. 722 

AN ACT relating to infectious waste management. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

Section 1. NEW SECTION. 455B.490 REGULATION OF INFECTIOUS WASTE. 
1. As used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires: 
a. "Infectious" means containing pathogens with sufficient virulence and quantity so that 

exposure to an infectious agent by a susceptible host could result in an infectious disease when 
the infectious agent is improperly treated, stored, transplanted, or disposed. 

b. "Infectious waste" means waste, which is infectious, including but not limited to contami­
nated sharps, cultures, and stocks of infectious agents, blood and blood products, pathological 
waste, and contaminated animal carcasses from hospitals or research laboratories. 

c. "Contaminated sharps" means all discarded sharp items derived from patient care in med­
ical, research, or industrial facilities including glass vials containing materials defined as infec­
tious, hypodermic needles, scalpel blades, and pasteur pipettes. 

d. "Cultures and stocks of infectious agents" means specimen cultures collected from medi­
cal and pathological laboratories, cultures and stocks of infectious agents from research and 
industrial laboratories, wastes from the production of biological agents, discarded live and 
attenuated vaccines, and culture dishes and devices used to transfer, inoculate, or mix cultures. 

e. "Human blood and blood products" means human serum, plasma, other blood components, 
bulk blood, or containerized blood in quantities greater than twenty milliliters. 

f. "Pathological waste" means human tissues and body parts that are removed during sur­
gery or autopsy. 

g. "Contaminated animal carcasses" means waste including carcasses, body parts, and bed­
ding of animals that were exposed to infectious agents during research, production of biologi­
cals, or testing of pharmaceuticals. 

2. The department shall institute an infectious waste management program in cooperation 
with the Iowa department of public health. The program shall include all of the following 
elements: 

a. Recommendations to the commission for revision of the rules which refer to infectious 
waste as hazardous or toxic waste. 
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b. Initiation, in cooperation with associations of health care providers of an information and 
education effort regarding the current requirements for special waste authorizations prior to 
the disposal of infectious wastes in a landfill. The effort shall include an attempt to compile 
an inventory of the number of generators and the volumes generated. The inventory shall 
be completed and a report regarding the results of the inventory submitted to the general 
assembly by no later than January 15, 1991. 

c. Upon completion of the compilation of the inventory, the department shall recommend, 
for adoption by the commission, standards for on-site and off-site treatment of infectious 
waste. In developing standards, the department shall consider factors affecting the feasibil­
ity of alternative methods of treatment and disposal, including but not limited to the volume 
of infectious waste generated, the availability of treatment facilities within geographic areas, 
and the costs of transporting infectious wastes to treatment facilities. The standards shall 
include monitoring requirements for treatment facilities, and training requirements for oper­
ators of facilities. The standards may include requirements for management plans dealing with 
the plans for management of infectious wastes in compliance with adopted standards. In cases 
in which an individual generator of infectious waste is served by a person treating or dispos­
ing of the infectious waste, the person treating or disposing of the waste may prepare the plan 
for all generators served. 

d. The department shall undertake a public information program, in conjunction with the 
Iowa department of public health and health care providers, to promote public understanding 
of the scope and features of state and private efforts to manage infectious wastes. 

Approved May 27, 1989 

CHAPTER 246 
ROADSIDE VEGETATION MANAGEMENT 

H.F. 723 

AN ACT relating to the implementation of a program for integrated roadside vegetation 
management and weed control, including the crediting of moneys to the living roadway 
trust fund, and providing an effective date. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

Section 1. Section 312.2, subsection 9, Code 1989, is amended to read as follows: 
9. The treasurer of state, before making the allotments provided for in this section, shall 

credit annually to the divisien ffi s6il eenservatien iR t-he department ffi agrie1:1lt1:1re and la-Rd 
stewardship living roadway trust fund created under section 314.21 one hundred fifty thou­
sand dollars from the road use tax ~fund. 'rhe division ef s6il eonservatien, iR ee eperation 
with t-he state department ffi transportation and t-he department ffi Rati:1Pal- reso1:1rees shall 
~t-he Hmds-;- ful' t-he lease er ot-fteF liSe ef la-Rd intended ful' the planting er maintenanee 
ffi wind eresieR eontF6l barriers designed to red-l:1ee wind eresieR interfering with the maiR­
tenanee ffi highways iR the state er the safe operatien ef vehieles OR the highway. However, 
t-he~ shall ROt be expended ful' wind eresieR eontF6l barriers loeated mere thaft ful'ty POds 
Hem t-he highway. 

Sec. 2. Section 312.2, subsection 12, Code 1989, is amended to read as follows: 
12. The treasurer of state, before making the allotments provided for in this section, shall 

credit annually to the state department ef transportation living roadway trust fund created 
under section 314.21 one hundred thousand dollars from the road use tax fu.Rds fund. 'rhe state -------- --
department ef transpertation shall~ the fu.Rds ful' the planting er maintenanee ffi trees 


